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Prior to March 1995, only 59 percent of Taiwan's population had health insurance, all under 13 public health insurance plans. In view of the rapidly growing medical care costs and the increasing number of the elderly, the ROC government launched the National Health Insurance program on March 1, 1995, to provide universal medical care. 
    This system incorporated the medical insurance coverage provided by the original 13 public health insurance plans and further extended coverage to the 7.99 million citizens who were formerly uninsured, mainly the elderly, children, students, housewives, and the disabled. At the end of 2000, there were 21,400,826 people covered by the NHI program, representing 96.16 percent of the total 23 million population.
The Main Causes of Death in Taiwan for the Year 2002 is malignant tumors, cerebraovascular diseases,heart disease,diabetes and accidental injuries,etc. In terms of age, accidental injury deaths among youth is at the first place. 
 The Health Care System in Taiwan is the closed system, it is predominated by the private sector, the hospitals accredited by Departement of health every 3 years; it is different of our country from others is the high service volumes in outpatient department for almost every hospital. Multiple Payment Systems 
including fee-for-services,case payment,and global budget,now we are planning the capitation in the payment system.

At the end of 2001, there were 165,855 medical personnel in the Taiwan area. On average, there was one doctor of Western medicine for every 733 persons, one doctor of Chinese medicine for every 5,631 persons, and one dentist for every 2,505 persons. There are currently 11 medical schools and 27 paramedical colleges and junior colleges in Taiwan.        

Physician may applied for a Diplomate Certificate upon completion of Diplomate training and approval by the competent central authority(DOH). the competent central authority may entrust the initial review for Diplomate examination mentioned in the previous item to the association for the related medical specialization.
History of EM in Taiwan

The year of 1980’:

1. 1981: The section of EM was established from the Society of Emergency and  Critical Care Medicine ,Taiwan(SECCM).

2. 1989: Resident training program was set up and began from many hospitals.
The year of 1990’:

3. 1994: Society of Emergency Medicine, Taiwan was independent fromSECCM.

4. 1998: Board of Certification was set up by Bureau of Department of Health 

The Specialist of EM in Taiwan is legislative by the Bureau of Medical Affairs.In accordance with the Law on Emergency Medical Care(1995) , a number of important measures has implemented, such as:

1. Man power of doctors are board certificated.

2.  Emergency training hospitals has  been reviewed by the items proved from executive board of society.

2. Most of the training program are for single specialty, but some for multi-specialty model.

Emergency medical consultant committee has been set at each zone for ruling the function of interhospital emergency department and prehospital care, at present time we focus on patient safety,infection control and processing remolding

•  During these 10 years of Taiwan emergency Medicine, we now have and need changing: Traumatology, Intensive care medicine and especially of fundamental research are the goals for us at near furture.
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